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Third 

NORTH  CAROLINA  AWARDS 

Dinner 
Hotel  Sir  Walter,  Raleigh,   May  31,   1966,  7  p.m. 


Invocation   .__ .: Henr\-  Belk 

\\'elcome      William  D.  Snider 

Presentation  of  Awards  Governor  Dan  K.  Moore 


Following  dinner.  Governor  and  Mrs.  Moore 
will  receive  at  the  Executive  Mansion 


The  NORTH  CAROLLNA  AWARD  is  a  round  medallion  of  four- 
teen karat  gold,  designed  by  Paul  Manship.  It  is  presented  by  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  to  those  of  "outstanding  achievements." 


NORTH  CAROLINA  AWARDS  COMMISSION 

William  D.  Snider,  Cweensboro,  chairman 
Henry  Belk,  Goldsboro  Gilbert  Stephenson,  Pendleton 

Gordon  Cleveland,  Chapel  Hill  Richard  Walser,  Raleigh 


Bernice  Kelly  Harris 


is  presented  a  North  Carolina  Award  for  the  distinction  she  has  given  the  hterature 
of  our  state.  Though  she  has  been  called  "the  Thomas  Wolfe  of  our  coastal  plain," 
no  comparison  is  really  necessary  to  highlight  a  talent  individual  and  entire.  From 
her  first  novel  Purslane  to  a  recent  autobiography  Southern  Savory,  Mrs.  Harris 
has  been  the  voice,  not  of  the  lusty  downtrodden  nor  the  decaying  aristocrats  so 
stereotyped  in  popular  Southern  Gothic  fiction,  but  of  the  independent  fanner 
and  small-town  citizens  who,  though  neglected  by  writers  of  the  sensational,  are 
the  communal  strength  of  Tarheelia.  These  self-respecting  people  are  those  out 
of  whom  North  Carolina  has  constructed  a  great  commonwealth.  Mrs.  Harris 
knows  these  people,  for  she  is  one  of  them.  Born  in  eastern  Wake  County,  she 
attended  a  rural  academy,  later  graduated  from  Meredith  College,  then  taught 
English  in  village  high  schools  here  and  there.  After  her  marriage,  she  began  to 
write  little  plavs  about  the  people  she  knew:  the  country  folk,  the  sharecroppers, 
the  Negroes,  the  denizens  of  the  towns.  Then  came  the  seven  radiant  novels.  To  be 
wise  and  knowledgeable  about  those  among  whom  one  lives  is  indispensable  for 
a  writer.  To  this  requisite,  Mrs.  Harris  brought  love  and  sympathy,  and  finally  a 
literary  technique,  without  which  all  else  is  inutile.  Once  she  said:  "In  all  my 
writing  I  have  tried  to  record  the  deeply  felt  impressions  of  scenes  and  of  people 
in  terms  of  their  universality."  In  this  way  has  she  paid  her  respects  to  the  human 
frame  and  the  human  spirit. 


Luther  H.  Hodgi 


es 


is  presented  a  North  Carolina  Award  in  acknowledgment  of  his  energetic  ac- 
complishments in  the  field  of  public  service.  As  industrialist,  as  Governor,  and 
as  Secretary  of  Commerce,  he  made  his  goal  the  cultural  and  economic  bettemient 
of  our  state  and  our  nation,  taking  as  his  special  assignment  the  increase  of  ex- 
ports to  all  the  world  from  North  Carolina  and  American  factories.  His  vision  and 
foresight  in  this  field  will  serve  as  a  springboard  for  many  future  achievements.  It 
was  this  same  vision  which  stimulated  his  vigorous  support  of  the  Research  Tri- 
angle Park  at  a  time  when  the  Park  was  hardly  more  than  an  image  in  the 
minds  of  a  few  men.  At  mid  century,  he  knew  that,  to  agriculture  and  industry, 
a  third  ingredient  was  now  essential  to  a  balanced  economy  and  the  general  wel- 
fare; and  that  ingredient  was  research.  By  his  extraordinary  ability  to  form 
a  smooth  working  team  of  politicians,  professors,  and  businessmen,  he  made  real 
a  dream  which  was  to  upgrade  our  educational  institutions,  to  strengthen  our  in- 
dustry, and  to  raise  the  living  standards  of  our  people.  Today,  topping  the  gentle 
hills  of  our  eastern  Piedmont,  the  Research  Triangle  Park  draws  from  three  cities, 
three  universities,  three  counties.  Yet  it  is  a  tranquil  spot,  among  the  trees  and  open 
fields,  and  rightly  has  it  been  called  a  "breeding  place  of  ideas."  And  he  who  pro- 
moted and  organized  the  Park,  from  which  are  generated  concepts  which  are  to 
benefit  people  everywhere,  is,  in  his  quasi-retirement,  the  dollar-a-year  president 
of  its  Foundation. 


A.  G,  Odelljr. 


receives  a  North  Carolina  Award  in  the  field  of  fine  arts  in  recognition  of  his 
preeminence  as  an  architect.  Dynamic  and  imaginative,  this  Charlotte  man  is  one 
of  those  transfonning  the  North  Carolina  and  nationwide  landscape.  His  build- 
ings speak  to  iis  of  our  time;  yet  from  them  emanate  a  sense  of  place,  a  feeling 
of  the  continuity  of  a  cherished  past.  A  recent  example  is  the  soaring  Wachovia 
Bank  and  Trust  Company  building  in  Raleigh.  Though  seeming  to  float  on  the 
twentieth-century  air,  there  are  touches— a  breath  of  classicism  in  its  form,  the 
elegance  of  its  interior— that  are  eloquent  reminders  of  the  American  heritage. 
St.  Andrews  Presbvterian  College  in  Laurinburg,  the  Concordia  Church  in  Con- 
over,  the  R.  J.  Reynolds  Company's  Whitaker  Park  at  Winston-Salem,  the  Wilson 
Junior  High  School  in  Charlotte— all  are  rooted  in  the  past,  yet  embody  the 
present,  and  foreshadow  our  tomorrow.  Outside  North  Carolina,  his  many  world- 
wide honors  and  awards  were  clima.xed  two  years  ago,  when  he  was  the  first 
Southerner  in  the  more  than  hundred-year  history  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Architects  to  be  elected  to  its  presidency.  Last  May,  President  Lyndon  B.  John- 
son appointed  hmi  a  member  of  the  White  House  Conference  on  Natural  Beauty. 
His  advice  on  highway  beautification,  on  government  buildings,  and  on  large- 
scale  architectural  ventures,  is  avidly  sought.  A  graduate  of  Cornell  University 
who  later  studied  in  Paris,  this  native  of  Concord  looms  increasingly  larger  on 
the  national  and  international  scene. 


Oscar  K.  Rice 


ii 


receives  a  North  Carolina  Award  for  his  notable  achievements  in  science.  Since 
his  arrival  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  in  1936  from  a  teach- 
ing position  at  Harvard,  this  native  of  Chicago  has  moved  with  seemingly  un- 
limited competence  through  a  variety  of  areas  in  the  field  of  chemistry.  Among 
his  more  than  150  publications,  his  book  Electronic  Structure  and  Chemical 
Binding  has  for  many  vears  been  considered  a  classic.  As  a  theoretical  chemist, 
he  has  done  significant  work  in  liquid  helium;  in  thermodynamics  of  solids;  in 
critical  phenomena,  especially  in  binary  liquid  structures;  and  in  the  theory  of 
burning  and  explosives.  Perhaps  his  most  singular  contribution  has  been  in  the 
area  of  reaction  kinetics  or  "reaction  speeds."  After  compounding  a  theor\'  ex- 
plaining the  mechanism  of  unimolecular  reactions,  he  amplified  this  hypothesis 
by  putting  it  on  a  quantum  mechanical  basis.  The  theory  is  now  considered  essen- 
tially complete.  During  World  War  II,  practical  application  of  his  studies  furthered 
significantly  the  understanding  of  rocket  propellent  Inirning  and  explosion.  Dur- 
ing his  investigation  of  this  field,  he  pioneered  in  the  use  of  statistical  mechanics, 
his  findings  embodied  in  his  latest  work  now  in  press.  Recently  he  was  elected  bv 
the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  to  become  the  fourth  living  member  in  North 
Carolina.  As  a  result  of  these  activities.  Professor  Rice  has  brought  recognition  to 
himself,  to  his  institution,  and  to  his  adopted  state. 


NORTH   CAROLINA   AWARDS 

1964  1965 

Johii  N.  Couch  Frank  P.  Graham 

IngUs  Fletcher  Paul  Green 

John  Motley  Morehead  Gerald  W.  Johnson 

Clarence  Poe  Hunter  Johnson 

Francis  Speight  Frederick  A.  Wolf 
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